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After this, Kelly's career was a checkered one.
It was not until many years afterwards that he
was really recognized as the discoverer of the proc-
ess m the United States He finally secured a
patent but lost it through bad business manage-
ment, and it was long after the close of the Civil
War before he got any financial benefits for his
work Ultimately, however, he was given full
credit by the world at large for his services to
the industry, and he is now universally recognized
as having discovered and perfected the Bessemer
process well in advance of Sir Henry Bessemer;
although the Englishman brought his work to
fruition far more rapidly

During the latter days of the Civil War, with
big plans pending for the construction of the Pacific
railroads, the demand for railroad iron was taxing
all the plants m the country And, as the cost of
production was falling to a point where it was
commercially possible for steel to be used, capital
in substantial quantities was seeking investment
in this new industry It seemed at last as if the
iron industry might develop into a big money-mak-
ing enterprise after all And so thought Andrew
Carnegie, for in May, 1864, we find him buy-
ing from Thomas N0 Miller for $8920 a one-sixth